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At a March 7 press conference in Washington, Sen. Brock Adams (D-Wash.) and Rep. Jim
McDermott (D-Wash.) announced the introduction of a bill calling for an end to all military aid
to El Salvador. The bill, titled, "The Peace, Democracy and Development in El Salvador Act,"
is summarized below. [The summary was provided to LADB by the Los Angeles office of the
Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador (CISPES).] The Peace, Democracy and
Development in El Salvador Act revises United States policy in El Salvador, prohibits military
assistance until certain conditions are met, withdraws military advisors, prohibits covert operations,
establishes a fund for reconstruction, and restricts economic support funds for basic human
needs. The proposal is designed to promote a permanent settlement to the conflict in El Salvador
by providing incentives for negotiation, requiring respect for human rights, and promoting
democratic reforms. SECTION ONE POLICY STATEMENT: Establishes principal US policy
objectives in El Salvador: promotion of a peaceful settlement of the conflict, respect for human rights
and advancement of national reconciliation. Encourages negotiations mediated by the UN and
adherence to the Geneva, Caracas and San Jose accords. Affirms support for democratic, political,
judicial and military reform. Establishes as important objectives of US policy the prosecution of the
murder of six Jesuit priests on November 16, 1989 and the murders of three US military personnel
on January 2, 1991. Supports the provision of economic aid which furthers reconstruction, economic
development and social justice. SECTION TWO PROHIBITION OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE:
Prohibits all previously appropriated by unobligated military assistance from the date of enactment
and all miliary aid for fiscal years 1992 and 1993 unless the President reports that the Government
of El Salvador has met all of the following conditions: (1) prosecution of all those responsible for
the Jesuit murders; (2) extension of workers' rights to Salvadorans; (3) resolution of past human
rights cases, including the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero, the murder of Mark Pearlman
and Michael Hammer and the bombing of the FENASTRAS trade union office; (4) compliance with
international standards of respect for humanitarian and medical workers; (5) control of the military
and police by civilian authorities; (6) good faith participation in UN negotiations for a political
settlement; (7) end of violence by security forces against civilian noncombatants. Furthermore,
release of assistance is subject to an affirmative vote of Congress. SECTION THREE WITHDRAWAL
OF MILITARY ADVISORS: Prohibits funds for stationing of US military trainers or advisors in
El Salvador. SECTION FOUR COVERT OPERATIONS: Prohibits funds for covert operations
in or covert assistance to the government of El Salvador. SECTION FIVE DEMOBILIZATION,
TRANSITION AND RECONSTRUCTION FUND: Establishes a fund for the monitoring of a
settlement of the conflict, the demobilization of combatants and the reconstruction of the country.
Transfers all withheld military assistance to the fund, to be released upon permanent settlement
of the conflict. SECTION SIX RESTRICTION OF ECONOMIC SUPPORT FUNDS FOR BASIC
HUMAN NEEDS: Prohibits obligation of economic support funds for basic human needs, health
care, agrarian reform and refugee resettlement to be administered, whenever practicable, through
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non-governmental organizations. SECTION SEVEN CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW: Expenditure of
funds under sections five and six shall be subject to congressional review.

-- End --
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